Gakuru’s Provocation Response 

Alden’s two articles are peculiar, provoking, and perhaps shallow to an otherwise sure prosperity EASSy big step, as clearly summarised in the article’s first paragraph. While NEPAD
 and EU are negotiating
 financing of the project, the author claims, “African governments and World Bank that are being asked to help finance another … this one is called… etc”

In real terms (and for conceptualisation purpose), the cited US$ 200 million is far short of the estimated US$ 213 million Kenya alone spends annually educating her children abroad, mainly in the UK, and yet this US$ 200m is the cost for the entire EASSy cable from South Africa upwards to southern Sudan. The author even gets emotive in trying too hard to discredit the project. Please give Africa credit sometimes!

The “parastatial telecommunication bureaucracies” is distasteful since parastatals such as Safaricom Limited in Kenya are extremely profitable and other investors should explore similar partnerships with the various EASSy governments?

Foreign investment is very welcome but surely a US$ 100 investor expecting US$ 1,000,000 annual profit may not be the best person to invest in EASSy project. Indeed, there is a school of thought that considers FDI as a measure of competition among African countries to cheap-sell their resources, bandwidth, frequencies and indeed the entire communication infrastructure being such resources.

Communication conglomerates’ involvement such as Kenya Data Networks and MTN should consider themselves lucky and not explained as in it for survival reasons. If such companies do not see value in their investment, then they should let others that do participate instead. The essence of free market competitiveness and risk taking. The times have changed and certain arguments no longer carry the day.

The author barely mentions consumers’ cost benefits, affordability as being a critical factor for their government’s involvement in this very strategic prosperity resource. In fact, cost is mentioned in passing and a “what is the problem follows” immediately (to imply there must be a problem. Or is this an artificial conflict to advance a different agenda?) I believe in certain countries, such anti-nationalistic, open remarks could earn them persona non grata status “being undesirable to Kenyas interests, by association…”
  

“state regulatory bureaucracies that shakedown the industry for “licenses” to create and operate telecommunications networks. Try to operate a telecommunications company without paying for one or more of these “licenses” (they could also just be called “taxes” or “protection money”) to a government agency and you will find yourself in court in short order. Why do African governments treat the telecommunications industry as though we were selling drugs, or pornography, or firearms? Why? Because telecommunications, in the good-old-days, used to generate enormous hard-currency revenue, and African governments have always been good at getting their fair share. ” Such references only reinforce my application of the “motive theory” in reading through the authors’.

License fees are inconsequential compared to ICT Service providers’ annual turnovers and profits. The ISP License is only Kshs 100,000/= yet one (supposedly 32Kbps) leased line consumer pays more than 32,000/= per month. A very lucrative business this has been. (Cyber café owners say, “they work for their ISPs”).

Kenyan ICT Service Consumer are reclaiming their communication rights from communication and infrastructure providers who earlier convinced us to join them in the fight asking the government to completely relinquish the Information and communication sector to “the private sector” efficiencies. The result has been very high services costs and a hoarding of these fundamental communication services from the average citizen.

Could Mr. Bell and Mr. Alden make an appointment to attend KICTANet’s Consumers Infrastructure Public Forum on 24 April 2006 where we discuss EASSy in detail?

	
	Component
	Date
	Venue

	1
	Mobile Service providers
	25 October 2005
	Gazebo Banda, Jacaranda Hotel

	2
	Internet Service Providers
	24 November 2005
	Gazebo Banda, Jacaranda Hotel

	3
	Broadcasters (Radio and TV)
	24 January 2005
	Gazebo Banda, Jacaranda Hotel

	4
	Public Data Operators
	23 February 2006
	Gazebo Banda, Jacaranda Hotel

	5
	Postal Services, Couriers, others
	23 March 2006
	Gazebo Banda, Jacaranda Hotel

	6
	Infrastructure (EASSy/Copper/Wmax…)
	24 April 2006
	Gazebo Banda, Jacaranda Hotel

	7
	Universal Access
	23 May 2006
	Gazebo Banda, Jacaranda Hotel


� NEPAD is the Political and Economic arm of the African Union, politics and economics being inseparable.


� URL � HYPERLINK "http://www.connectivityafrica.ca/HTML/PAREN_investment_report_final.pdf" ��http://www.connectivityafrica.ca/HTML/PAREN_investment_report_final.pdf� pp. 67
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