5th April 2005

Dear Sir/Madam,

RE: Invitation to Presesent at the “Poverty Reduction and ICTs” Workshop on Tuesday, 12th April 2005 from 8.30 am at Landmark Hotel

As you may be aware, the Government, through the Ministry of Information and Communications has released a Draft National Information and Communication Technology (ICT) Policy. Comments are presently being collected from the general public on the same.

In view of the specific interaction of an ICT Policy and Poverty Reduction interventions, the Media Council of Kenya, the African Centre for Computing (ARCC), the ICT Policy Centre, the Kenya Library Association (KLA), KIPPRA, University of Nairobi’s IDS, Kenya ICT Action Network (KICTANet), TESPOK, and other stakeholders plan to hold a Roundtable Workshop on the Draft ICT Policy at the Landmark Hotel on Tuesday 12th April 2005 from 8.30 am.

It is believed that information and communications can play a significant role in creating employment and reducing poverty, as the successful stories with the mobile phone revolution and the “Simu ya Jamii” (community payphone) concept have demonstrated. The Consortium above intends to focus on five theme-areas to demonstrate the role of ICTs in Poverty Reduction, in order of priority: Agriculture, Education, Health, Small-to-Medium Enterprise (SMEs), and the Girl-Child. These goals are seen to be in tandem with some of the Government’s development priorities as spelt out in the ERSP/PRSP documents, as well as the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

Given the key role your organization plays in the converged “Poverty Reduction and ICTs” sector, you are invited to make a 15-20 minute presentation on a topic relevant, close to that suggested in the attached programme..

Please confirm availability with either of the following:-

Cliff Ochieng’




Andrew Karanja

ARCC 





AITEC

Tel: 2721008/0720569175, Fax: 2724017
Tel: 3749771  Fax: 3751438
cliff@arcc.or.ke



andrew@aitecafrica.com
to whom you should also forward any useful information you may want to share with other participants (eg. abstract, full presentation, power-point presentation, brochures, etc). Additional details available at the following website: www.arcc.or.ke/conferences/poverty_reduction
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