
Career Opportunity :  Communica�ons and Public Rela�ons Officer  

Regional Office for Sub-Saharan Africa  Nairobi, Kenya 

Job Overview 

Under the supervision of the Regional Director in Nairobi and in contact with the Director of Communica�on in 

O�awa (Canada), you will act as a communica�ons and public rela�ons expert to increase the visibility of IDRC 

and its research partners in the Sub-Saharan Africa Region and in Canada. Your main responsibili�es will be to 

par�cipate in the development and implementa�on of a regional communica�on plan in line with IDRC’s overall 

communica�on strategy; to provide advice to the Regional Director and program staff on public outreach 

strategies and how best to communicate research results; to organize communica�ons and public rela�ons 

ac�vi�es to promote and disseminate per�nent research results; to coordinate media rela�ons and liaise with 

key regional stakeholders and decision-makers; to develop and present communica�ons and media products to 

share the research results; and to represent the Centre at various func�ons. 

 

Among the essen�al qualifica�ons, the ideal candidate will have:                    

• A Master’s degree or equivalent experience in communica�on, journalism, populariza�on of science and 

with considerable experience in a research and/or interna�onal development environment OR a Master’s 

degree in social sciences or interna�onal development with relevant experience in communica�ons and/or 

journalism 

• At least five years’ track record of relevant communica�ons and public rela�ons work as well as experience 

in a research-related se3ng which includes: preparing and implemen�ng communica�ons plans to support 

program and project ac�vi�es; iden�fying and analyzing issues to provide strategic advice regarding 

communica�ons and public rela�ons approaches, ac�vi�es and products; building and maintaining 

collabora�ve rela�onships; developing, wri�ng and implemen�ng  a wide range of communica�ons and 

public rela�ons products using a variety of media including mul�media, web and social media; organizing 

special events and ac�vi�es to disseminate or promote program and project informa�on and results; 

coordina�ng media rela�ons, represen�ng an organiza�on and ac�ng as a spokesperson; and working 

experience in French-speaking African regions is an asset 

• English and French oral and wri�en language skills at an advanced level 

 

Addi�onal Informa�on  

As this is a local hire, rather than an interna�onal recruitment, the terms and condi�ons of employment that 

apply to our Kenyan support staff will be relevant to this appointment. 

Applica�on Deadline:  February 1, 2013.  

For more informa�on about this opportunity and 

how to apply, visit our website at  

www.idrc.ca/careers.   

 

The Interna�onal Development Research Centre 

(IDRC), a Canadian Crown corpora�on, supports 

financially and through capacity-building, research 

in developing regions of the world to promote 

growth and development. The result is innova�ve, 

las�ng local solu�ons that bring choice and change 

to those who need it most. 


