7th KICTANET Meeting April 5 2005

Minutes

Jacaranda Hotel

Apologies

· Walubengo John

· Waudo Siganga

· Florence Etta

· Warigia Bowman

· Ben Sihanya

· Maureen Wangati

· Rebecca Wanjiku

· Joseph Mucheru

Absent

· Wainaina Mungai

· James Nguo

· George Okado

· Gabriel Kago

· David Malaba

· Alari Alare

· Media Council

· AITEC Kenya

Present

· ARCC

· KIF

· APC

· IDRC

· TESPOK

· APC/CATIA

Agenda

	Minute
	Issue / Discussion
	Action
	By Whom/When

	1.
	Introduction: Charles Nduati

The meeting chaired by Charles Nduati KIF James 

He welcomed APC ICT policy monitor Manager Willie Currie who is visiting Kenya
	These new ones were welcome on board the committee as we strive to ensure the successful finalisation and implementation of the ICT policy in Kenya
	Next Meeting will be held on 29th May 2005. ALIN will coordinate the meeting and chair.

	2.
	Mailing List Discussions Report Back
Members were informed that the list discussion forums had concluded on April 20.

We should begin to lobby Mps as a matter of urgent priority. KICTANET needs to involve parliamentarians in the ICT policy process to get buy in. Therefore ongoing awareness building of parliamentarians to progressively build their awareness was agreed upon as the priority for the next couple of months.

Members agreed that KICTAET needed to get information regarding parliamentary functions. It was agreed that KIF would enquire about the activities as well as identify organisations that are currently working with parliamentarians and we could approach them to work together. 

Collation of comments/proposals report back

1. Collation of comments funded by APC and TESPOK

2. Moderator’s payments funded by IDRC. It was reported that the moderators have not been paid to date. IDRC was requested speed up payments. 

3. It was suggested that it might be a good idea to stay away from media issues as these were being discussed on the media and broadcasting bill. 

	Action Points and those responsible

1. Flow Chart describing the process of enacting policy into law

2. Updating the parliamentary committee KIF 2 days of Nairobi how to deal with the ICT bill

3. Cocktail to update Parliamentary committee on the ICT Policy 19th May 2005: KIF…. official communication to the committee Ask Damaris for a copy of the letter so that I could use it to get to the ICT committee

4. Constituency development fund. KICTANet to explore possibilities of working with this structure
5. Ensure we get an official letter from the PS regarding our comments in writing 
6. Draft an invitation letter to the parliamentary committee on ICTs through the clerk

	1. Ben Sihanya and Florence Etta

2. Charles Nduati

3. Charles Nduati

4. Charles Nduati

5. Alice Munyua

6. Brian Longwe



	3.
	UNESCO Consultation 

Members requested for clarity on the UNESCO framework citing confusion over the perception of framework and policy. Questions ranged from: is the media bill going to be part of the ICT policy? Where does the media fall? The regulator? .

It was suggested that perhaps it might be a good idea to create an omnibus bill that captures all the issues in one with specific chapters. E.g. ICTs, media, broadcasting etc

MOU with the ministry of INFOCOM, UNDP and UNESCO


	Action Points

1. Ask the PS for a copy of the MOU they have with UNESCO/UNDP. It should be a public document

2. Let UNESCO focus on the media issues and we deal with the wider ICT policy issues


	

	4. 
	Policy next steps Brian Longwe

ICT policy

· KICTANet presence at the Mombasa workshop to ensure that stakeholder issues are taken into consideration.

· Parliamentary committee cocktail having that confirmed

· Find out when the ARCC breakfast meeting is taking place

· If by any chance the government does not accept stakeholders input/comments/proposals on the draft policy, KICTANet will begin to work on an alternative ICT bill


	1. APC/CATIA and others will fund organisations representing various stakeholders to the workshop. APC ICT policy monitor will fund civil society representatives to the workshop, while the APC/CATIA project would fund other stakeholders, private sector, media and academia to the workshop.

2. KIF, to organise and coordinate the cocktail for parliamentary committee on ICTs. 

3. ARCC to inform KICTANet members on the dates and venue for the breakfast meeting with parliamentarians.

4. IDRC KIP and APC/CATIA to monitor the ICT policy process to ensure that stakeholder comments are taken in


	1. Alice Munyua, Emanuel Njenga

2. Charels Nduati

3. Shem Ochudho

4. Floernce, Etta, Alice, and Njenga

	5.
	CCK Update Brian

The implications: Communication Sector without a regulator

· CCK has broken the law by not dealing with industry issues within the two months…the law has set specific time frames that the CCK will need to deal with issues arising in the industry, which is set at 30 days.

Dismay and fury/worry because there is a lot pending and nothing has been done to indicate good intentions from the government

TESPOK and indeed all KICTANET members would like to institute formal action regarding the CCK debacle.  To ensure that the regulator remains independent from political interference. An advocacy campaign focusing on regulator and regulatory issues. 


	
	Joe Mucheru and Brian Longwe

	6.
	Donor round table IDRC

· 16-17 June KIP project is over

· UNESCO meant to organise the April meeting but was not successful

· Possibility of KIP being housed by IDRC is still available till October 2005

· KIP list will be handed over to KICTANet at the end of the KIP project. There will be a public announcement of this handover. Thereafter, it was agreed that the list and its data would be managed by TESPOK until discussions take place regarding the coordination of the list. 

· It was reported that the KIP/IDRC policy book is near finalisation and is expected to be out in July 2005. 

· It was reported that a proposal for support if KICTANet's activities has been submitted to the UNDP office in Nairobi and there is interest in funding some of the activities by creating a basket fund. The possibilities of UNDP supporting the network’s activities will need the network members to agree on whether, the UNDP should host the network. KICTANET is currently hosted and coordinated by APC/CATIA.

· Members also agreed on the need for a secretariat for KICTANet for administration support. Currently, the coordinator is responsible for the day to day running on the network and each organisation is tasked with coordinating certain activities. For example, KIF will coordinate the awareness creation campaign with parliamentarians. There is however, need for a secretariat in the near future once we begin working on the next phase.

· Members expressed concern regarding some of the organisations that are members of the network, but do not attend the planning meetings. Members specifically identified the Kenya WSIS civil Society caucus 

· Members agreed that it is important to pursue fund raising for the networks activities and Brian and Alice were tasked with finalising the proposals and fundraising activities. The idea would be to merge the IDRC project KIP to KICTANet activities. As well as incorporate some of the activities from the ministry of information and communication.


	· Fundraising: Brian, Alice, Willie currie, Florence Etta, PS Rege’s office

· Alice to share the current proposal with KICTANET members for comments 


	

	7. 
	Mombasa Workshop

Request members of KICTANET to submit list of multi stakeholder participants for the mombasa workshop

Our Focus will be

· Consider criteria for funding the Mombasa workshop what is our role as KICTANet? (Facilitating input, mobilizing stakeholders)

Members discussed the possibilities of developing additional skills for KICTANET members. Among the skills/capacity identified as requirements were: negotiation skills, fundraising skills, public presentation skills, creative writing, management of multi stakeholder processes, conflict resolution skills…etc
	KICTANET members to submit a list of participants to be funded to attend the workshop

Alice to confirm training on basic negotiation skills with the British council for 18th May 2005. All interested members to attend. 


	All members.

	8.
	AOB: 

· Include Wycliff ARCC on KIP and KICTANet lists

· Find a way of getting our other members to attend the monthly meetings send a message to them to encourage them to make sure they are either present or they send their proxy particularly the civil society caucus Kenya WSIS needs to get a message and media council members within the network must take the monthly meetings seriously. For brainstorming, planning, reviewing, etc. There is a need to have a fully functional network with more members being pro-active rather than reactive.

Next meeting June 8th 2005 to be coordinated by Civil Society Arid Lands Information Network.


	Brian offered a temporary mini secretariat, which could be used by Lizette and alice for organising meetings and other events for KICTANet. 

Alice to draft a letter requesting a minis secretariat and submit to Brian/ISP


	Alice and Brian

	9.
	Adjournment: with nothing further to be discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 1.45 p.m. 

Next meeting will take place on June 8th from 10.00 a.m. This meeting will be re-scheduled if the dates for the mombasa workshop are confirmed.  


	Alice to update members on Mombasa workshop

James Nguo to begin organising for the next planning meeting
	Alice Munyua

James Nguo
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