MAKE POVERTY HISTORY

What will work

THE KENYA STATEMENT

If you really want to help

the poor of Kenya …

give us $10 x 20 million x 365

every year forever,

OR

truly LISTEN for 10 minutes, 

once.

Kenya has thousands of problems – social, political, structural, economic, environmental and overlapping  – in urgent need of remedy.  Funding for strategic and skills support in addressing any and all of these is needed and welcome.

First and above all, however, Kenya’s economic core and overwhelming occupation is farming.  Every Kenyan is linked, directly or through extended family, to a small-holding, and 80% of small-holders are living below the poverty line.  

There is no alternative activity quick enough or large enough to change the farming demographic or culture, so the ONLY hope for this and several future generations is to make smallholder farms more productive (modern know-how) and more viable (business management and fair trade access to markets).

Axiomatically,  the fastest and surest way to “Make Poverty History” for the greatest numbers is to target priority support for systems which deliver these ingredients directly to smallholder farmers: Field, Management and Marketing organizations which get smallholder farmers to form groups, establish themselves as business entities, co-ordinate their crop choices, improve their productivity,  combine their field-to-factory logistics, and market their products.

The concept has been tested and proven on a market-led, enterprise-driven    and sustainable basis which has the full endorsement of farmers, business and government.  The system does not require subsidy or any other artificial prop.  It has potential for value added evolution of processing,  packaging, branding and retailing.  

It does need:

*
Initial funding of the Field-Management-Marketing engines to expand their reach.  The quantum, method and result are clearly defined. 

*
Access to Fair Trade  markets.

*
The funding must be direct to the projects

*
The projects must be market-led and enterprise-driven 

*
The system must be owned by the smallholder farmers themselves.

Directing resources to boost smallholder farming will indeed kick-start self sustaining growth across a wide range of agricultural and non-agricultural activities.
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