Make Poverty History

What Will Work

The Kenya Campaign – Supported by the Media

P.O. Box 30007




Email:

makepovertyhistory@wananchi.com
Nairobi







nopovertykenya@yahoo.com
Kenya

Mobile +254-0722-945760, 0721-6668261/166040/354421, 0720-595086, 0735-666455, 0723-914180

Background on “Make Poverty History – What Will Work”

In January, 2005, “Make Poverty History” campaign was launched comprising over 200 UK based NGO’s. It aims to influence the G8 leaders in July and Millennium Summit in September, to do right by Africa, especially in their set Agenda of Trade Justice, Debt Write-off and Increase in quantity and quality of effective Aid.

Nelson Mandela made a historic keynote speech for this campaign. He said, “Alleviating poverty is not an act of charity. It is an Act of duty”.

He made a Global Call for Action Against Poverty (GCAP), which has since gained momentum with many gearing up, mobilizing, deliberating on white band days and activities in solidarity with the North.

The progresses of North activities are a lead national news item in every media in the land, in every bulletin, every day.  Already the presidents, Prime ministers, The United Nations (UN), Group of 8 (G8), including African governments have started making policy pledges.

Mr. Blair has made helping Africa a cornerstone of his year long presidency of the G8 and backed it with a historic stark statement “My conscience shudders to think how history will judge us if we so are very well aware of how acute the problems are, and with abundant resources to solve them – turn our backs and attend to other things” 

But this new commitment and new hope is set against a bad old record.  National governments, the international community, thousands of NGOs and billions of dollars have bombarded the issue with policies, promises and projects for half-a-century.  Yet there are more people in Africa living below the poverty line today, in despair and desperation, than ever before. Lots of good intentions and good work, perhaps, but an undeniable bottom line: What has been done so far has not worked 

PEC in collaboration with the Kenya Media, civil Society and private sector conducted daily public forums, that focused opinion and debate on relevant themes, led by panelists on what actions will have the most direct, rapid and lasting effect on the greatest number of people, and what is needed not just to enable those actions but also to drive them with a real purpose and result.

The campaign with the support of the Kenya media gave voice to all Kenyans on this question, to the people who make the policy, to those who are governed by it, to those who oppose it, to technical specialists, donors, project leaders, captains of industries, investors, factory workers, smallholder farmers, the man on the street and the mother of a hungry child.

According to Trade Minister – Dr. Mukhisa Kituyi “Debt relief is good in the short term but addressing the reasons why we have been unable to pay that debt is more important in the long term”.

This is what the poor of Kenya have said in their own ways and words for quick action to end their despair.

A clear message emerged from the week long campaign that if today you asked anybody, anybody, anybody living the reality of Kenya, where the remedial assistance should go to have any hope of success, they will all, all, all say directly, to locally devised, consensus-backed, enterprise-based, self-sustaining and self generating projects – without debate

Neither the idea nor its outcome belongs to anybody other than the poor. After the recent Tsunami disaster, the whole world spontaneously took part in the uniquely united action. The crisis was larger than any component of ownership in the response.  

Poverty is no less a crisis, it deserves no less a response.  It needs no attribution.
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