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Dear Friends and Partners
REF :
KENYAN STATEMENT DELIVERED TODAY THE 1ST JULY, 2005 AT ST. PAULS CHAPEL, MARINGO ESTATE, MAKADARA DIVISION

Today marked the beginning and a first for Kenyans, who gave a voice in the fight to “Make Poverty History” with a different note – What will work for them.

The function was presided over by His Grace Arch-Bishop. Ndingi Mwana a Nzeki (Nairobi Catholic Church Diocese), who said “Ukiwa na shida adui mkubwa ni kukataa tamaa” .  He brought to light the development activities initiated and managed by The Catholic Church worldwide, in combating poverty.

The Chief Guest was one unknown 14-year-old girl, a pupil of St. Michael – a non-formal School based in Korogocho.  Florence Wanjiru, an orphan, so poor that she is not sure where her next meal will come from.  She is one good example of a people without hope but with a will and courage to fight on and make a difference.

Last year she wrote her Primary level exam and unfortunately she is one of the thousands of Kenyans who couldn’t get admission in a government or formal secondary school.

Florence read the statement to Kenyans and the world.  And her message to the G8 leaders: 

“If you really want to help the poor of Kenya…. Give us $10 x 20 million x 365 every year forever, OR truly LISTEN for 10 minutes, once.”

In part the statement reads “…. Kenya’s economic core and overwhelming occupation is farming.  Every Kenyan is linked, directly or through extended family, to a small-holding, and 80% of small-holders are living below the poverty line ……. The fastest and surest way to “Make Poverty History” for the greatest number is to target priority support for systems, which deliver these ingredients directly to smallholder farmers …….. Directing resources to boost small holder farming will indeed kick-start self sustaining growth across a wide range of agricultural and non-agricultural activities.”
Other guests in attendance were

-
Mr. Mohammed Sheikh

DO1 Makadara

-
Mr. Thomas Nyoro


DO2 Makadara

-
Mr. Achim Chiaji


Coordinator – Kenya GCAP Coalition.

We have attached the “Kenyan Statement” and the “Make Poverty History – What Will Work” Chairman’s speech.

Sidney Quntai

Chairman – “Make Poverty History” Committee

Contact us on 

Email:
 makepovertyhistory@wananchi.com, nopovertykenya@yahoo.com
Tel/Mobile
226399, Mobile No.0722-945760, 0721-666826, 0720-595086, 0735-666455, 0721-166040, 0723-914180, 0721-354421

Bank A/c:
Kenya Commercial Bank Ltd, KICC Branch, Account No. 233-751-937
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