The belief that ICT policies can serve as tools of socio-economic transformation is based on a corresponding belief that ICT can help African economies work better, and that improved access to information and knowledge will result in wealth creation.
 Some economists argue that IT can make markets work more efficiently, promote economic development and alleviate poverty.
 These are bold claims, and empirical studies underway to substantiate their veracity in the developing world and in Africa are not yet conclusive.
 However, there is mounting evidence that the introduction of information technology may lead to economic growth. Empirical economic work substantiates claims that the globally networked economy offers openings in which firms can create and capture value.
 Further, there are indications that a significant amount of the economic growth and labor productivity in the United States in the late 1990s may be attributed to computers, the employment and development of semi-conductors, and network effects.
 Thus, although the evidence in favor of the most optimistic predictions for the use of ICTs for economic development in Africa is far from conclusive, indications appear positive. Information technologies appear to make it possible for nations to sustain deeper levels of economic growth and integration with one another.
 At a minimum, one may state with confidence that new technologies and innovative uses of those technologies represent an expanding and dynamic part of developing economies in Africa.
  

� Dzidonou, p. 5. 


� Karen Eggleston, Robert Jensen, Richard Zeckhauser, “Information and Communication Technologies, Markets, and Economic Development,” in The Global Information Technology Report: Readiness for the Networked World, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2002)


� Eggleston et al. 


� Srilata Heer, Shaline Maraklhan, “Concentration and Dispersion in Global Industries: Remote Electronic ccess and the Location of Economic Activities, Journal of International Business Studies, Vol.. 32, No. 4 (4th Qtr. 2001): 667-686


� Dale Jorgensen, Kevin Stiroh, “Information Technology and Growth,” American Economic Review, Vol. 89, No. 2, (1999): 109-115; Stephen D. Oliner and Daniel E. Sichil, “The Resurgence of Growth in the Late 1990s: Is Information Technology The Story,” Journal of Economic Perspectives, Vol. 14, No. 4 (Fall 200): 3-22; Dale Jorgensen, “Information Technology and the US Economy,” The American Economic Review, Vol 91, No. 1 (March 2001)  


� “Measuring Globalization,” p. 58. 


� George Obulutsa, “Mobile Phone Explosion Helps to Boost Informal Businesses,” The Standard, July 19, 2005. “Mobile Phone Users Double, Says Report,” The Standard, December 10, 2004, Business Section, p. 10. 





