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Thank you for your interest in the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation’s annual Access to Learning Award. This 
award recognizes excellence in providing access to information by utilizing new information and communication technologies in an innovative way, at no cost to the user. The award is administered by the International Network 
for the Availability of Scientific Publications (INASP).

Applications must be postmarked or emailed by 31 December 2006.

Please read this important information about eligibility and selection.

Application Overview

What is the philosophy behind the award?
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation is committed to supporting public access to information through no-cost computer and Internet usage in public libraries. This award is the foundation’s way of recognizing innovative and successful initiatives that connect people to the information that they require in a timely and effective manner.  

What kinds of institutions should apply?

Libraries or similar organizations, outside the United States, which provide no-cost public access, are invited to apply. Preference will be given to institutions that the foundation has not funded in the past. Previous recipients of the Access to Learning Award and libraries in the USA are not eligible to apply. The foundation particularly encourages libraries in resource-poor countries or those working with disadvantaged communities to apply.

How is “no-cost public access” defined?

A library or similar organization offers no-cost public access if it allows all members of the public, from children to senior citizens, to use its facilities free of charge (without membership or Internet fees). Organizations should show how they make information technology available to the public without charge and what kinds of technology training they offer to the public and staff. Preference will be given to organizations that reach out to socially excluded groups, such as poor or disabled patrons, or those from minority communities. 

What is considered innovative?
A program is considered innovative if it provides access to information through technology and services that were previously unavailable to the community. Programs of any size or scope are considered.

How is the award recipient selected?

An international advisory committee of librarians and information technology experts reviews applications and selects three candidates for consideration by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. The foundation selects the final recipient. 

Is this a grant application?

No. The award is a recognition or prize for work accomplished, in progress, or completed. It is not a grant application.

Can institutions that applied previously apply again?

Yes, libraries or similar organizations that are eligible are invited to apply again. However, previous award recipients may not reapply. 

How is the award money to be used?
The Access to Learning Award is a reward for work accomplished by an organization. We require only that the funds be used to further expand efforts to provide access to information to the public at no cost.

Recipient Selection Process

INASP will review applications and select a short list for consideration by an international advisory committee, which in turn recommends the top three to the foundation.

If your application is selected for further consideration, your organization may be contacted for a review of your programs, administration, and financing. Funders of your organization may be contacted, and references may be requested. This review may be done by foundation staff or by an intermediary organization on the foundation’s behalf and may include a site visit. 

The final recipient will be selected by the foundation. 

INASP will acknowledge receipt of all applications and will inform applicants of their status by July 2007. 
Application Guidelines

We encourage applicants to use this electronic document for submission. It has been designed as an electronic form so that you can type answers directly into the appropriate fields. (Note that form fields will increase in size as needed to accommodate longer answers.) If you wish to submit your application using a different document, please use 12-point type with a 1-inch margin and be sure to number each response according to the application.
Please follow these additional guidelines when submitting your proposal:

· Application must be written in English.

· On each page, include a footer with a page number and the name of your organization.

· Applications may be submitted via postal mail or email.

· All applications must be signed. Emailed applications should include a scanned copy of the signature page.

· Applications must be postmarked or emailed by 31 December 2006 to:

INASP
Attn: Carol Priestley
INASP, 58 St Aldates
Oxford, OX1 1ST
United Kingdom
cpriestley@inasp.info
Organization Contact Information

	Name of organization
	

	Mailing address
	

	City
	

	State/Province
	

	Zip Code
	

	Country
	

	Website of organization (if applicable)
	

	Name of contact at organization
	

	Title of contact at organization
	

	Phone
	

	Fax
	

	Email address
	


Organization Statistics

	What is the tax status or structure 
of your organization? 
(Type an X next to the 
appropriate answer) 
	    

	Public library

	
	    

	Other library organization (please describe) 



	
	    

	Non-governmental organization

	
	    

	Other (please describe) 



	Population served by library 
or organization 
(Type an X next to the 
appropriate answer) 
	    

	0 – 10,000

	
	    

	10,000 – 25,000

	
	    

	25,000 – 50,000

	
	    

	50,000 – 100,000

	
	    

	More than 100,000

	Average number of users per day
	

	Average number of users per year
	

	Number of computers open to the public at your organization
	

	Number of full-time staff at your organization
	

	Number of part-time staff at your organization
	

	Number of volunteers at your organization
	

	Number of computers reserved exclusively for staff usage at your organization
	


Organization Services

	Type an X next to the services that 
you offer at no charge.
	    

	Book lending

	
	    

	Reference services

	
	    

	Computer usage

	
	    

	Internet usage

	
	    

	User computer training

	
	    

	Other (please list)

	Please give the average number of users of each service by day and year. 
	 Service
	Average users each day
	Average users 
each year

	
	Book lending
	 
	 

	
	Reference services
	 
	 

	
	Computer usage
	 
	 

	
	Internet usage
	 
	 

	
	User computer training
	 
	 

	
	Other (please list)
	 
	 

	Do you have Internet connectivity? (Type an X next to the appropriate answer)
	    

	Yes         
	    

	No

	
	
	If yes, what type of connectivity?  

	
	
	    

	Dial-up 

	
	
	    

	Broadband

	
	
	    

	Other (please list)



	Do you charge user fees 
for Internet use? 
	    

	Yes         
	    

	No

	Do you have a membership fee?
	    

	Yes         
	    

	No

	Type an X next to the kinds of 
training that you offer to the public. 
	    

	Using the Internet

	
	    

	Word processing

	
	    

	Job searching on the Internet / resume writing

	
	    

	Using email

	
	    

	Basic computer usage

	
	    

	Searching on the Internet

	
	    

	Other (please list)


Organization Finances

	What is the annual operating budget of your organization? Please state in US dollars or local currency with exchange rate.

(NOTE: It is not necessary to submit a budget proposing how award funds would be used.) 

	 


Contact Information for Primary Funder of Organization

	Name of organization
	

	Number of years as funder
	

	Mailing address
	

	City
	

	State/Province
	

	Zip Code
	

	Country
	

	Website of organization (if applicable)
	

	Name of contact at organization
	

	Title of contact at organization
	

	Phone
	

	Fax
	

	Email address
	


Contact Information for Reference (Optional)

This section of the application is optional. However, if your organization is recommended for further consideration, references may be requested.

A reference can be a professional organization or colleague that knows about your organization and is willing to speak about its accomplishments and impact. You can submit contact information for more than one reference; simply cut and past this table as needed. 

	Name of organization
	

	Mailing address
	

	City
	

	State/Province
	

	Zip Code
	

	Country
	

	Website of organization (if applicable)
	

	Name of contact at organization
	

	Title of contact at organization
	

	Phone
	

	Fax
	

	Email address
	


Application Narrative

	1.
Please give a brief description of your organization. (Approximately 100 words)

	

	2.
Please give a brief description of the programs offered by your organization which offer no-cost access to information by utilizing computers and new information and communication technologies in an innovative way. Attach any brochures or additional relevant information; for example, flyers of specific services, training offered, or user guides, if applicable. (Approximately 100 words)

	

	3.
Describe the people who use your organization’s services and for what purpose. For example, 
students at a local school research current events for a class. (Approximately 100 words) 

	

	4.
What groups, if any, cannot access your organization’s services and why? (Approximately 50 words)

	

	5.
Describe what your organization currently is doing that is innovative to offer access to information technology 
at no cost to the public. (Approximately 200 words)

	

	6.
Please explain why you feel your organization’s work should be considered for this award? 
(Approximately 200 words)

	

	7.
Describe how staff is trained to use technology and teach technology to the public by answering each of the following questions:

	
a.
How does your organization help the public learn to use technology? (Approximately 100 words)

	

	
b.
How does your organization keep staff skills up to date with new technology? (Approximately 100 words)

	

	8.
Describe the impact of your organization’s programs. What has been accomplished? How do you know that your programs have made a difference? If possible, provide evidence of the impact of your programs on the public or copies of any evaluation reports. (Approximately 300 words)

	

	9.
Please explain how your organization would use the award monies. While the Access to Learning Award is 
given in recognition of past work and not as a grant for planned efforts, we would like to understand how your organization would incorporate new funding and how you anticipate sustaining any projects funded through award monies. (Approximately 200 words)

	


By signing below, I declare that all statements in the application are accurate and complete.

	Signature
	Date

	Please print your name

	Title


Organization name ________________________________________
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